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Birthday Anniversary and Eulogy
-- Two Poems Translated from the Chinese
LIU Wu-chi

(— ) iIMEXRA+H¢E
Ap 32 F-

UGBTI ) IRl A M

Celebrating the Double-Anniversary
of Shen Yen-ping's' Fiftieth Birthday
(June 24, 1945)

Celebrating your fifticth birthday, I am
touched by your integrity -

Our two decades of friendship amidst
storms of wind and rain.

I still recall those days of roaring
tides and swelling streams,’

When, stealing the thunder, you built
up Party cells in your homeland,

| Shen Yen-ping (Mao Tun) and his wife K'ung Te-chih were both born in 1896,
2 i.c., of new ideas and opinions,

189



(Z) BB
Wik E

K 1 S 7 LI o
KB ORI
AR BT + P4 A <
TFabO A S

An Eulogy of Chern’s Class

This heavenly dress, how could it ever be seamless?
An ingenious mind tailors it to perfect fitness.
All embracing, it becomes once again one entity,
Its lovely charm unmatched in scope and profundity.
The Creator cherishes geometry ——
The four forces, fiber, and energy.
For their contributions, these masters our
cternal gratitude earn:

Euchid, Gauss, Riemann, Cartan, and
Chern.'

Euclid c. L4300 B.C.; Gauss, Karl Friedrich/5ti 1777 —1855;
Riemann, Georg Friedrich $24 1820 — 1866: Cartan, Elie %% 1869 — 1951,
Chern, Shiing-shenfli %4 1911 — o
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THE BARN SWALLOW AND OTHER POEMS
Harry WANG

THE BARN SWALLOW (Yen-tzu)

The barn swallow is no ordinary bird.

It's a tiny thing, cute and pretty,
A featherly friend to us all — it's lovely!

If the humming bird is indeed the smallest,
The swallow, a close second — who can deny?
With bits of sheer mud it builds a handy nest!

[t raises a family amid good friends

Under the eaves of any barn to secrete

A saliva known as “Yanwu” — no such brands
Of delicacy anywhere could compete!

The barn swallow is no ordinary bird!
There is no better friend man has ever dreamed!

TWO HOMES

This life has two homes
One comes first
The other, later —

There are no ups and downs
Only each other:

The one on the sky is covered with clouds,
The other on the ground loves to watch sunset glow!
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RICHES

Men go after riches of many a kind!

Some take them in stride, content with what they have,
But others never secem to have quite enough!

None but the wisest may come to realize
That the treasure of all treasures 1s the MIND!

Truth as plain as that need not dramatize,

The riches of the mind is not to be measured!
They arc to be appreciated deep down

The heart: not ready-made, but custom-tailored
And lo — there goes an angel singing a song!

Men go after riches of many a kind
Hardly is there any richer than the mind!

LAUGH, DREAM AND SING

Laugh, drcam and sing to your heart’s bliss and content;
Out there is a world with things not always kind!

Life’s journey teeming with travellers isn’'t meant

For a toll; rather it opens up the mind!

The road for this journcy is a one-way traffic:
Onward only, no return! Some're far along,
Others left behind — but none so terrific

As fo claim he has already made to town!

Laugh hard and often — don’t mind cven if it's loud!
Dream all night; wake up in time to greet the dawn!
Sing out the blues with a voice charming and proud;
Never miss a chance to put the foot down.

LAUGH, DREAM AND SING to your heart's bliss and content —
The only sensible way life's hardships to forget!
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MOON OVER THE LAKE

To-mght there'll be a full moon over the lake!
Lily 'nd I used to take a stroll along it

From one end to the other — never too late

To look at the glorious sky — our two hearts lit!

[tis the same moon, same lake, but no longer

The same two persons hand in hand with heads bent
So much said in silence, a feeling stronger

Than any words could convey, or passion lent!

Lily 1s gone: She has said farewell in tears —
That lovely stroll has become a lonely walk!
Heaven only knows where are the smiles and cheers,
All that is left with me is an old man's look!

The same moon, the same lake, but no longer same
Old me! Where is my Lily? [ fell so lame!

AT FOUR-SCORE AND SIX

It has been a year, the longest ever

Lived through! Anxiety and sheer dismay

Creep on me without mercy and took over -
Gricving tears flow in steady streams night and day.

A year without Lily is like living in hell!

I can only hope to see her in my dreams

Over which I have no control! — She could well

Be there to join me as she kindly smiles 'nd beams!

| would yearn to meet her in my memory:
Scenes of happy times and sad, high or low
Parade before my eyes like a gallery

Of lovely precious paintings row after row!

At eighty-six I just love to reminisce
And hang on the best I can — never remiss!
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BURY DEATH ALIVE

| cave death alone
et it be buried
Soon!

['m afraid

That'll be the way
It is going to be
Till the day

I dic!

You may keep
Wondering, but
No usc

Asking why!

THE SOUL AND YOU

Every once in a while the soul takes 1ts sojourn
Where is can roam and be free as a bird!

Usually it is night when it will return

While you sleep soundly = that's true, never absurd!

Where it 1s heading nobody really Knows:

[t has only one handy destination:

[t uses only one criterion = what's good goces!
Till ev'ry task, great or small, is undertaken.

You and vour soul together like hand and glove,
Stay fit and dandy as chummy friends could be!
Their fine comradeship doesn’t require proof
Nonc but the very witty can readily see!

You and your soul are two everlasting pals:
Checek to cheek, hand in hand, as a pair of dolls!
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LOVE, DREAM AND SING

Love 1s mvisible, yet so powerful a foree

The world can’t move without it — 4 majesty
Sure capable of changing the face of the carth!
[t combines and blends beauty with sincerity!

Dream is a land man wouldn't be happy without!

1t's where his mind entertains strange unknown thoughts
Often fascinating enough to be sought

Beyond control, but never lose all the bouts!

Sing to you heart’s content — not a doubt or fear!
Without songs how can there be serenity

And mirth? And who can pour out laughter to cheer
Up the world craving for eternity?

LOVE, DREAM AND SING for a life worth 2 million -
‘Tis the way to make to the summit, and win!

LIFE’S JOURNEY

If the end of life’s journey is slowly

Coming into view, you nced courage, not fear!
Bear in mind you should proceed warily,
Tip-toe, but keep on looking ahead with cheer!

Hardly s there a journcy that never ¢nds!

[t's the Nature's way and in the book of law
Unwritten, yet true! There may be detours and bends
But you mustn't stray, loiter or play at scesaw.

While yet on it, look forward, never behind -
Time s short, every minute and second counts!
Grab any chance to be useful, true and kind,
It's a game of fun with many precious rounds!

Life’s journey is serious from beginning to end.,
Not @ minute to make-believe or pretend!
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